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SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT: GOM/SOVIET PHOSPHATE DISCUSSIONS 
PLEASE PASS BUREAU OF MINES - WILLIAM F. STOWASSER 

1. WE RECEIVING VARIETY OF REPORTS IN RECENT DAYS CONCERNING 
INCREASED ACTIVITY RE SOVIET/MOROCCAN DISCUSSIONS ON PROPOSED 
SOVIET DEVELOPMENT OF MESKALA PHOSPHATE DEPOSITS. 

2. LOCAL SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICIALS INFORMED EMBOFFS OF 
DEPARTURE TO MOSCOW OF MOROCCAN DELEGATION WEEKEND 20 SEPT 
FOR PURPOSE FINALIZING NEGOTIATIONS. MOROCCAN DIRECTION 

DES MINES SOURCE HAS CONFIRMED DEPARTURE OF DELEGATION AND 
HAS COMMENTED NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN DIFFICULT. SOVIETS HAVE 
MADE NEW OFFER. WE HAVE ALSO HEARD THAT BUT HAVE NO DETAILS 
TO DATE. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY MOSCOW REPORTING ANY INFORMATION 
ABOVE SUBJECT FROM SOVIET PRESS. 
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